
LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District 

Mission Grant Proposals 2018-2020 
 

(listed in order of receipt) 

 

_____  1. Teaching the Teachers to Teach in Ethiopia                            $3,000 

  The Lutheran Heritage Foundation requests this funding that would be applied to the costs of printing  

  1,000 copies of the Amharic teacher’s guide for A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories for Ethiopian   

  children. 

 

_____  2. Health Education Women “Cycle of Life” Training                             $5,000 

  The funds will be used to help host a workshop that will train all participants to be qualified to lead  

  workshops and adapt all CHE curriculums. They will also be provided with plans for additional    

  trainings (35 core and electives) that can be used in their communities. 

 

_____  3. Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion       $3,000 

  The grant would be used for Word of Hope, the Lutherans for Life crisis hotline, that addresses post-  

  abortion issues. It is the only one of its kind in this country that is based on Lutheran doctrine. 

 

_____  4. Church Organ Mt. Zion                                                                $5,000 
  The grant money will be used to purchase a new organ for Mt. Zion Lutheran church in New Orleans.       

  The organ was damaged beyond repair by Hurricane Katrina events, but continued to accompany the    

  congregation in praising God for 10 additional years. It is no longer working and cannot be repaired. 

                                             

_____  5. La Foster Care Bed Provision                                                    $2,000 

  Grant funds will be used by the James Store House Louisiana to purchase bed frames, mattresses, and      

  bedding for the children and families in the foster care system.  

 

_____  6. Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates                                       $5,000 

            This grant will enable the Lutheran Braille Workers to open more large print work centers, so they will  

  be enabled to reach out with God’s Word to a larger number of incarcerated individuals with a visual       

  impairment. 

 

_____  7. The Hope Expansion Project                                                      $3,700 

    The grant funds will be used to purchase the items needed to prepare care packages     

  for volunteer groups hosted in the Hope Centers and at the Mobile Hope Packs. 

 

_____  8. LCMS U Campus Ministry                                                           $2,000 

           This grant would help defray the costs for students to attend the 2019 conference, thus enabling more      

  students to attend. Historically, the cost for registration, lodging and transportation has been     

  approximately $700.00 per student which covered by fund raising and individual students’ funds.         

              

  



_____  9. Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate Students                   $5,000 

     These grant funds will be used to help make seminary education more affordable for International   

   Graduate School students who attend Concordia Seminary. 

 

_____ 10. Concordia Seminary’s Gospel of Mark Presentation Program       $3,000 

     If awarded, this grant would be used to help make this program available to congregations and   

  Concordia University System colleges and universities across the country. Specifically, the grant would   

  go toward travel and production expenses. 

 

_____ 11. Building Tomorrow’s Church Today                                                    $3,500 

     The requested $3,500 would be used to pay school fees, buy books and supplies, purchase food and  

  water (this is currently supplied by the student), and uniforms. As the primary means of transportation  

  is riding bicycles, the monies would also be used to repair them for use by the 20+ youth ages 12-18   

  who currently attend school. Missionary Valerine Stonebreaker will serve as book-keeper and English     

  tutor and will encourage the youth in their daily lives and in the church. 

 

_____  12. Love2 Homeless Veteran                                                                    $5,000. 

  The grant money will be used to purchase materials needed to upgrade the parsonage into five       

  apartments (with a common area) including new flooring, new windows, replacement doors and       

  renovated bathrooms. New appliances will also be purchased.  

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  



2018-2020 Proposed Louisiana-Mississippi District 

Mission Grant Resolutions 

 

1. Teaching the Teachers to Teach in Ethiopia          $3,000 

 

Whereas, the Holy Spirit at Pentecost gave Jesus’ disciples the gift of speaking in many tongues, so that all 

God’s children might hear His call (Acts 2: 1‐41); and 

 

Whereas, the LCMS is strengthening its ties with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (or the 

EECMY, the largest Lutheran church body in the world); and 

 

Whereas, with the support of the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

recently published 10,000 copies of A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories in the Amharic language for 

Lutheran churches in Ethiopia; and 

 

Whereas, EECMY leaders have expressed a deep need for an Amharic-language Teacher’s Guide to 

accompany this book, that Sunday school teachers may better explain the faith to the children and 

families they serve; and 

 

Whereas, LCMS congregations have discovered this same need for sharing the Gospel with Ethiopian 

immigrants who have settled in their neighborhoods; therefore, be it  

 

Resolved, that the LWML Louisiana‐Mississippi District assembled in convention vote to grant the sum of 

$3,000 for the Lutheran Heritage Foundation to publish an Amharic Teacher’s Guide, giving Sunday 

School teachers the tools and training they need to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to children in 

Ethiopia. 

 

Submitted by: Redeemer Lutheran Church LWML, Mandeville, Louisiana 

 

2. Women “Cycle of Life” Training            $5,000 

 

Whereas, Christ instructed us to “go make disciples” (Matt. 28:19), “share with God’s people in need” 

(Romans 12:3), and “give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, 

and he will increase in learning (Prov. 9:9); and 

 

Whereas, Lutheran in Medical Missions (LIMM) works with global and local partners to share Christ’s 

healing in medically underserved communities in partnership with LCMS; and 

 

Whereas, Community Health Education/Evangelism (CHE) concepts and lessons have been successfully 

implemented in serval LCMS mission fields (both nationally and internationally) promoting healthier 

environments; and 

 

Whereas, LCMS missionaries have requested education and resources from Lutheran sin Medical Missions 

(LIMM) to establish teaching programs in their communities; therefore, be it 

  



Resolved, that the Louisiana-Mississippi District of the LWML vote the sum of $5,000 to partner with 

LIMM in providing CHE education and materials to Toto, West Africa and Seine Bight, Belize. 

 

Submitted by: Sharon Thomas –President Lutherans in Medical Mission (LIMM) Belvidere, IL. 

 

3. Lutheran For Life –Abortion Crisis Hotline          $3,000 

 

Whereas, thousands of Lutheran men and women have participated in or will participate in an abortion 

decision despite the Gospel-centered pro-life stance of the LCMS and other Lutheran church bodies; and  

 

Whereas, like many who participated in the procedure, they will later grieve and struggle with their 

decision and thereby need guidance and forgiveness, and   

 

Whereas, Lutherans For Life, a Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, 

operates “Word of Hope”, the only nationwide, professionally staffed crisis hotline that addresses post-

abortion issues by ministering according to Lutheran doctrine, which brings with it the forgiveness and 

grace that are received by faith alone and not faith plus works; and  

 

Whereas, Lutherans For Life would like to expand its Christian intervention hotline to reach more suffering 

souls in need by offering both longer service hours and increased promotion in southern states;  

 therefore be it  

 

Resolved: that the convention approves a 2018-20 Biennium mission grant of $3,000 for the “Word of 

Hope” ministry of Lutherans For Life.   

      

 Submitted by: Rev. Michael W. Salemink, Executive Director, Lutherans For Life (an RSO of the LCMS) 

                                  Nevada, IA 

 

  4. Church Organ for Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, New Orleans, LA     $5,000 

  

Whereas, Christ has called us to worship him through praise, prayer, worship and song and we are 

commanded, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing 

praises!” (Psalm 98:4); and 

 

Whereas, monies are needed to assist with the purchase of a church organ to enhance our worship service 

while we sing hymns of praise, worship, mercy, and thankfulness for God’s might acts of love, patience 

and forgiveness, and participate in the melodic liturgy of our service, “Praise God in His sanctuary; 

praise Him in His mighty heavens, praise him for His acts of power; praise Him for His surpassing 

greatness, praise Him with the sounds of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with 

timbrel and dancing, praise Him with the strings and pipe, praise Him with the clash of cymbals, praise 

Him with resounding cymbals. Let everyone praise the Lord” (Psalm 150: 1-5); and 

  

  



Whereas, we would like to use our church organ to uplift the spirits of our members and community 

members during worship service, Bible study, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, prayer breakfast, 

church anniversaries, and other programs, “Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord,” (Ephesians 5:19); and 

 

Whereas, our current church organ no longer functions and is irreparable due to flood waters from 

Hurricane Katrina and the organ lasted for an additional ten years, but the parts are no longer available, 

and it is more cost effective to replace the organ with a new one; therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, the delegates at the 2018 LWML convention of the Louisiana-Mississippi District consider this 

request for $5,000 to go toward the purchase of a new organ to use during worship service, Bible study, 

Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, prayer breakfast, church anniversaries, and other programs. 

 

Submitted by: Hilda Young, President Mt. Zion Lutheran Church LWML Society 

 

5. Louisiana Foster Care Bed Provision         $2,000 

 

Whereas, 4,800 children in the state of Louisiana are in foster care according to the Department of Children 

and Family Services; and 

 

Whereas, James Storehouse Louisiana, a non-profit and fully volunteer organization, located at 3979 HWY 

190, Suite E, Covington, LA, needs donated funds, supplies, bedding, cribs and other care items to 

provide resources for local children in foster care; and 

 

Whereas, these resources help ease transitions and improve living conditions for the foster children; and 

 

Whereas, caregivers and foster families often cannot afford to purchase necessary items to house Foster 

Children entering the foster care system; and 

 

Whereas, James Storehouse Louisiana is in continuous need of funds to purchase beds that will be donated 

to the foster homes for the children they have committed to care for; and 

 

Whereas, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and School’s “Mercy’s Blueprint” outreach team is searching for 

our congregation new and exciting opportunities to serve the less fortunate in our community; and 

 

Whereas, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ clearly teaches in Holy Scripture “Let the children come to me; 

do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14, ESV); and 

 

Whereas, our Lord also clearly teaches in Holy Scripture; “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40, ESV); and 

 

Whereas, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and School’s “Mercy’s Blueprint” outreach team has announced 

their intention to partner with James Storehouse to assist the foster children and their sponsor families; 

and 

 

Whereas, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod seeks to 

spread the Gospel message of Jesus Christ to the whole world through missions; therefore, be it 



 

Resolved, that Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Covington, LA, through her outreach ministry 

“Mercy’s Blueprint”, humbly and boldly requests a $2,000 grant from the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League to be considered and accepted during its next convention to donate these requested 

funds to James Storehouse, Louisiana, for the purpose of purchasing beds (frames, box springs, 

mattresses, and bedding). 

 

Submitted By: “Mercy’s Blueprint”, Holy Trinity, Lutheran Church and School, Covington, LA 

 

6. Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates         $5,000 

 

Whereas, Hebrews 13:3 “Remember those who are in prison as though in prison with them, and those who 

are mistreated since you also are in the Body;” and 

 

Whereas, Lutheran Braille Workers receives requests on a weekly basis from inmates with visual 

impairments for large print Bibles on a weekly basis; and 

                                                 

Whereas, only a small percentage of inmates are alllowed to receive our current large print Bibles because 

of the size and spiral bindings; and 

                 

 Whereas, people with visual impairments who are incarcerated should be given the opportunity to worship 

and study the same translation as sighted people; therefore, be it 

               

 Resolved, that the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District vote the sum of $5,000 to open a new Lutheran 

Braille Workers’ large print center for the production of the ESV Bible in 14-point A font to be 

distributed to incarcerated individuals with visual impairments throughout the United States.  

  

Submitted by: Carolyn Bellard – Trinity Lutheran Church Baton Rouge, LA. 

                                   

7. The Hope Expansion Project           $3,700 

 

Whereas, it is stated in Philippians 4:13, “ I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me;” and 

 

Whereas, the Lord has provided Phil’s Friends, an LCMS Recognized Service Organization, with the 

ability to share and connect with others about the Gospel and open their hearts to the Lord; and 

 

Whereas, those patients and families affected by cancer need to be supported and lifted up through knowing 

the love of Christ; and 

 

Whereas, they provide individuals with Bibles and care packages to those battling cancer to hear God’s 

call; therefore, be it 

 

Resolved that the Louisiana-Mississippi District of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League assembled in 

Lafayette, Louisiana, grant the sum of $3,700 to assist in providing Bibles to those individuals and 

families as they go through their cancer journey. 

 

Submitted by: Phil’s Friends – Roselle, IL  



 

8. LCMS University Campus Ministry            $2,000 

 

Whereas, it is important to train up our young people in the fear and knowledge of the Lord; and 

 

Whereas, LCMS U is our mission and ministry agency on the college campuses of our country; and 

 

Whereas, the biannual campus ministry conferences of LCMS U have been an inspirational blessing to the 

students of our church body and an outreach to those who do not know the full glory of the Gospel; and  

 

Whereas, LCMS U at Louisiana State University is witnessing to the Gospel of Christ on the LSU campus; 

therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, that the Louisiana-Mississippi District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League support the 

students of LCMS U at LSU with a grant of $2000.00 to help defray the conference expenses. 

 

Submitted by: Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church, LWML, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

9.  Concordia Seminaries International Graduate School Students     $5,000 

 

Whereas, the global proclamation of Christ’s love and the message of eternal salvation through faith in Him 

continues to be paramount and, blessedly, the sharing of the Gospel message is increasing globally, and 

Lutheranism, in particular, is spreading in entire regions of different continents; and  

 

Whereas, there is a significant shortage of well-informed Lutheran pastors with advanced theological 

education available to serve in foreign countries, as options outside the U.S. are few for the advanced 

theological study that is needed for these pastors, and few overseas Lutheran church bodies have the 

resources to send their most capable students to the U.S. for this advanced study; and  

 

Whereas, Concordia Seminary’s Graduate School not only stands ready to welcome these international 

students, but continues to give high priority to their formation; and  

 

Whereas, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has named supporting and expanding theological 

education as one of its key mission priorities to ensure there will be well-informed pastors to lead 

Lutheran congregations throughout the world; therefore, be it  

 

Resolved that the Louisiana – Mississippi District LWML in convention vote the sum of $5,000 to provide 

vital support for Concordia Seminary’s international Graduate School students.  

 

Submitted by: Vicki Biggs, Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement, Concordia Seminary  

 

10. Concordia Seminary’s Gospel of Mark Presentation Program       $3,000 

 

Whereas, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s mission is “vigorously to make known the love of 

Christ by word and deed within our churches, communities and the world;” and  

 

Whereas, the Gospel of Mark Presentations Program each year shares Christ’s love in a dramatic and 

compelling manner to audiences throughout the United States, enabling attendees to experience Jesus’ 

presence in a new and powerful way; and  



 

Whereas, the program’s productions present the Gospel of Mark as many religious scholars now believe the 

apostle meant it to be experienced – that is, intended to be read and shared aloud to a gathered audience 

– and, by doing so, enables attendees to experience Mark in a similar manner to which audiences first 

experienced the apostle’s account of Jesus’ life nearly two thousand years ago; and  

 

Whereas, the program, which presents its productions free of charge, operates at an annual shortfall of more 

than $15,000, resulting in the need for additional funding; therefore, be it  

 

Resolved that the Louisiana – Mississippi District LWML in convention vote the sum of $3,000 to provide 

important support for Concordia Seminary’s Gospel of Mark productions. 

Submitted by: Vicki Biggs, senior vice president, Seminary Advancement, Concordia Seminary  

 

 11. Building Tomorrow’s Church Today         $3,500 

Whereas, Christ in his Word tells us to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to 

observe all that he has commanded, and calling us to ensure that orphans receive justice; and  

 

Whereas, educated Christian youth are a means of building a strong Church to proclaim His Word to future 

generations and share His mercy with others; and 

 

Whereas, the schools of Togo are costly, especially for Lutheran families who are subsistence farmers; and 

 

Whereas, The Lutheran Church of Togo and LCMS missionaries serving in Togo cannot afford to fully pay 

the cost of needed education for its youth; therefore be it 

 

Resolved that the delegates gathered at the 2018 LWML-Louisiana-Mississippi District meeting vote the 

sum of $3,500.00 to fund Building Tomorrow's Church Today.   

Submitted by: Christine Weerts, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Prattville, AL. 

               

12. Love2 Homeless Veterans            $5,000 

Whereas, Jesus Christ commands us in His Holy Word to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and welcome 

the stranger (Matt. 22:35-36), and 

 

Whereas, our veterans have given sacrificially of their lives to fight for our freedom and many return as 

"strangers" with nowhere to call home; and   

 

Whereas, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church has space to offer safe, secure homes for veterans, food, clothing and 

sharing the Word of God and hands of mercy; and 

 

Whereas, Members of Gloria Dei cannot afford to fully finance the cost of renovating housing for veterans; 

therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, that the delegates gathered at the 2018 LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District meeting vote the 

sum of $5,000.00 to fund Love2 Homeless Veterans.   

 

Submitted By: Dr. Sheri Godbey, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, New Orleans, LA.  


