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Office of the 

President 
Debbie Larson 

 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

It is my honor to bring you greetings from the Board of Directors of the 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). This year all 40 LWML districts 

will meet in convention, each with a different agenda and a variety of activities, 

and yet we gather for one purpose: to glorify one God. 

Our Lord continues to bless the LWML. We humbly thank Him for the thousands of mission grants funded 

in the past 78 years, both on the district and national levels, and the countless lives brought to Christ by 

the working of the Holy Spirit through your service, prayers, and generous offerings. To God be all glory 

and praise! 

In the next few days, you will meet under the theme “In Praise to the Lord.” My prayer for you is that the 

Holy Spirit will lead and guide you, that you will take advantage of opportunities to share His Good News 

with a new friend, and that you will learn something new about one of the mission grant recipients. I pray 

that you will always find joy in worshiping and serving our Lord. May love and laughter fill each of your 

hearts as you learn from His Word, complete the business for your district, renew friendships, and build 

new relationships. 

LWML women come from all generations and from all cultures yet gather together praising one God. Our 
passion is to encourage all women to be rooted in God’s Word and to live out our response to God’s 
grace through mission education, mission service, mission inspiration, and mission giving. As a Lutheran 
woman in mission, this is your mission! 

 
Please pray for the mission grants selected at this convention and for the 21 national mission grants your 

delegates chose at the 38th Biennial LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, in 2019. We hold fast to the 

commitment of our mite offerings to meet our mission goal, remembering that we have pledged to our 

Lord “our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom.” What a blessing to know that our Heavenly Father 

gives us the privilege to extend His Kingdom! 

Your Louisiana-Mississippi District, under the direction of President Anita Granger, has supported the 

plans and programs of the LWML. I thank God for each of you as you individually serve Him wherever 

you are and with the gifts He has graciously given you for this time in the life of the LWML. 

Serving Christ, surrounded by HIS grace, 

 
 

LWML President 2019-2023          2
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Convention Information 
 

The 39th Biennial Convention of the LA-MS District was supposed to gather in Mississippi on April 24-26, 

2020.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many things have changed. Thanks so much to our LA-MS District  

Board of Directors and especially our President Anita for the numerous, fatiguing hours of planning to make 

this virtual convention possible. They found a way!  For the rest of us, we are learning about virtual 

meetings. Technology has been a blessing. Being innovative, Americans always seem to find work-arounds 

in tough situations.  Unfortunately, this ‘new normal’ will continue until the Coronaviruses can be contained 

and this calamity decreases.  A prayer is included below regarding our pandemic as our eyes need to be 

focused only on Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most merciful Father, You have committed us to love and care for our neighbor.  Graciously be with and 

protect all who serve the sick and needy. Let their service be blessed as you keep them from harm and 

danger, granting healing as you see fit to those they serve and safety to all of us in this time of calamity. Be 

with those who continue to provide goods and services, as well as those who have lost their jobs or are 

suffering economic hardships. Protect the healthy from disease, grant a cure and blessed end to this 

pandemic. Teach us repentance for our idolatries and lack of faith, restore our trust in You, and increase our 

love for one another, even as we do our part to curb the spread of this disease and its afflictions as we are 

able.  Comfort all who are sorrowing or fearful, granting peace to the dying in the comfort of the Gospel and 

the blessed hope of resurrection through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
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Pledge to the Flag 

Pledge to the Cross 

LWML League Pledge 

LWML League Hymn 

 

 

Pledge to the Flag  

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Pledge to the Cross 

I pledge allegiance to the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ and to the faith for which it stands, one 
Savior eternal, with mercy and grace for all. So help me God. 

LWML League Pledge 

In fervent gratitude for the Father’s dying love and his blood-bought gift of redemption, we 
dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have, and in obedience to His call for workers 
in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He hath need of 
us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our 
voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to 
extend His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the 
great task of bringing in the lost and erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen 

 

Lutheran Women One and All (by Elmer A. Kettner) 

Lutheran women, one and all, We have heard the Gospel call. 
We by faith have seen our Lord, Crucified and then restored. 
We have seen Him pay the price, For our sins a sacrifice. 
Him we Lord and Christ acclaim, And unite to praise His name. 

 
Lutheran women, young and old. Well we know His challenge bold. 
Help to take the Gospel light, To a world in darkest night. 
By example in the home, By inviting those who roam, 
By our prayers for sinners lost, By our gifts for missions’ cost. 
 
Lutheran women, coast to coast, In the Lord a mighty host, 
Let us all united be, In the Holy Trinity. 
One in faith, in hope, and love, Working for the Lord above, 
‘Til our earthly labors done, We in heaven shall all be one. 

 

 

 
6 



 

 
Gifts from the Heart Litany 

 
 

For the grace and mercy you have shown us 
 

We praise you, oh Lord 
 

For blessings you bestow on us every day, 
 

We praise you, oh Lord 
 

For the free gift of salvation we receive, not because we deserve it, 
but because of your unfailing love for us, 

 
We praise you, oh Lord 

 
For the opportunities you give us to share with others, 

 
We praise you, oh Lord 

 
For each person our Gifts of Love has helped and will to continue to help, 

 
We praise you, oh Lord 

 
For the bibs and for the abilities you have given to us to use in making the bibs, 

 
Thanks be to God 

 
Amen 
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Candidates for Office 
 

Candidate for Office of President – Michelle Zollinger 
Service in the LWML and Community 

 National: Public Relations Director (2017-2019); Executive Committee, Board of  
Directors, and Church Workers in Mission Task Force (2015-2017) 

 District: Vice President of Human Care (2014-2018), Vice President of Mission  
Advocacy and Grants (2008-2012), and LA-MS District 2014 Convention Host 
Committee Properties Chairman 

 Zone:  President 

 Society  President, Vice President, Christian Life Chairman, and Treasurer 

 Community:    Northeast LA Food Bank volunteer, Race For The Cure, Cancer Foundation 
League, Boy Scouting service projects, and Rays of Sonshine volunteer 

 
Congregation 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Monroe, Louisiana, in the Northern Zone.  Pastoral Call Committee, Treasurer, 

Sunday School and VBS teacher, Altar Guild, Lifetree Café missional outreach committee, Board of Church 

Properties, Good Samaritan Auxiliary, and most recently - an evening LWML based Bible Study leader in my 

home for women at Trinity and in the community.    

Occupation 

Retired Physical Therapist. Homemaker 

Vision Statement 

My vision for the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District is to be rooted in God’s Word; welcoming, 

encouraging, and equipping women in our congregations to be in fellowship with one another. In response 

to Christ’s gift of grace, women dedicate themselves to joyfully and enthusiastically share their time, 

talents, and treasures in ministry to their congregations and to the people of the world; all to the glory of 

our Lord and Savior. 
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Candidate for Office of Secretary – Oddistine Moore 

Service in the LWML and Community 

 District: Former District YWR 

 Zone:  President, Vice President and Secretary 

 Society: Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer 

 Community: Member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Line dance instructor for Seniors 

called LEAD (Lutherans Everywhere Are Dancing) 
 

Congregation 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, New Orleans, Louisiana, in the New Orleans Zone.  Served as congregation 

Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Vice President, currently the newly elected treasurer for 

2020, member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church Health Cabinet, Stewardship Committee, Evangelism 

Committee, and choir. 

Occupation 

Registered nurse with over 30 years of experience, currently employed with VA Hospital 

Vision Statement 

My vision and hope for the LWML LA-MS District is to unite all women together to fix our hearts and minds 

on JESUS to study God’s word so that we can continue to do God’s work of serving others.  My hope is built 

on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. 
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Candidate for Office of Secretary – Liz Slothower 

Service in LWML and Community 

 District:  LA-MS District – Meeting Manager, Parliamentarian,  

NE (Nebraska) North  

                             District – Bylaws Chairman 

 Zone:  Southern Zone LA-MS District – Secretary,  

Omaha Zone, (NE (Nebraska) North District) President, Secretary  

 Society  President, Vice President, Secretary 

 Community Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4H 

Congregation 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in the Southern Zone  Altar Committee, small group Bible 

Study facilitator, Choir, Sunday School teacher, midweek teacher, VBS co-chair and teacher 

Occupation 

Retired, substitute teaching at Trinity Lutheran School 

Vision Statement 

My vision for the LWML of the LA-MS District is that all women - old, young, and in-between grow in their 

relationship with our Lord and Savior through Bible studies and in fellowship with one another. Then as these bonds 

grow and strengthen, that we would reach out to our families, churches, communities, and world, joyfully sharing 

the love of Jesus, financially supporting mission grants through mite giving, and personally witnessing and serving 

where ever God leads us. 
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Candidate for Office of Vice President Christian Life – Bonnie Asher Frazier 

Service in the LWML and Community 

 National National Convention Hostess 

 District  Newsletter Editor, Christian Life Committee 

 Zone  Secretary 

 Society  President, Secretary 

 Community PTA Local and State 

Congregation 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ruston, Louisiana, in the Northern Zone.  Building Committee – Christ the Servant 

Lutheran Church, West Monroe, Louisiana. 

Occupation 

Retired – High School Secretary, Administrative Assistant to Director of Admissions, Louisiana Tech. 

Vision Statement 

My vision for the LA-MS District is to reach out to all women of the church to encourage study of God’s 

word, seek His will in our lives, and service to Him.  In doing so we will be blessed with the fellowship and 

encouragement of our sisters and brothers in Christ.  Specifically, I feel the Christian Life area is close to my 

heart as is the Mite Box Project, since I consider them as the cornerstones of the organization. 
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Candidate for Office of Vice President Christian Life – Betty C. Roberson 

Service in the LWML and Community 

 District: Leadership Committee 

 

 Zone  Secretary, Human Care/Mission Service, Member Services/Servant  

Resources, Hospitality Committee for District Convention, writes articles 

related to the activities of the LA-MS District and the New Orleans Zone 

 

 Society  Secretary and Treasurer for Holy Cross Lutheran Church in the 70s and 

served in the same positions at Epiphany Lutheran Church before I returned 

to Holy Cross, presently assist YWRs at my church. 

 

 Community Member of the Congregational Wellness Division as a Faith Community 

Nurse, Civic endeavors are under the Not-For-Profit Organization that provides 
Health and Safety trainings to childcare and organizations that provide group home 
services to adults who are mentally challenged or mentally ill, as a Registered Nurse I 
belong to the American Nurses Association, member of Sigma Theta Tau, a nursing 
scholarly organization committed to service and Sigma Gamma Rho. A sorority 
whose motto is “Greater service, Greater Progress.” 

Congregation 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, New Orleans, Louisiana, in the New Orleans Zone, Co-chairman of the Health 

Ministry, Church Secretary, Church Executive Council, Stewardship Committee, Co-Chair of the Educational 

Committee, Special Celebrations Committee 

Occupation 

Works part time as a Faith Community Nurse 

Vision Statement 

My vision for the LA-MS District is that women of all ages and ethnic backgrounds come together to study 

God’s Word, serve those near and far, and have fellowship with each other.  We will do this with a humble 

servant heart because our motto will always be to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.”  I chose this statement 

because it touches me personally and spiritually.  It reflects my vision of the LWML.  I truly feel that if we 

truly serve with unbridled gladness, we will make progress in our District, and in our Zone. 
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Candidate for Office of VP Communications – Leslie Koenck 

Service in the LWML and Community 

 Zone:  Treasurer 

 Society  President, Secretary, Treasurer 

 Community Member of Alpha Delta Kappa (International Honorary Organization for Women 

Educators) and served on local and state board of AΔK, developed AΔK state website, 

multiple altruism projects – food bank, 4-H backpack program, St Jude Children’s 

Hospital, Alzheimer’s Association and Breast Cancer.   

Congregation 

Church Council secretary, committee chair for Outreach / Evangelism, music coordinator, Sunday School 
teacher and VBS coordinator 
 

Occupation 
Retired Curriculum Supervisor, math coach, and math teacher 
 

Vision Statement 
The women of LWML will continue to grow in their relationship with the Triune God, to fellowship with 
other women of faith and to serve others in need as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. 
 

 

Candidate for Office of Vice President Mission Grants – Andrea Ferguson 

Service in the LWML and Community 

 National: 2019 Mobile Convention Host Committee Secretary 

 District: Nominating Committee Chairman 

 Zone:  President-Current, Vice President Christian Growth 

 Society: Christian Growth-Current, President, Vice President 

 Community I am Board of Director for the National Association of School Nurses for Louisiana.  I 
served the Louisiana School Nurses Organization as President for 4 years and 
Legislative Chair for 4 years.  I volunteered with the Boy Scouts of America for 10 
years. 

 
Congregation 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, DeRidder, Louisiana, in the Southwest Zone, Currently Treasurer and Parish 
Nurse, Church Council Secretary 
 

Occupation 
Registered Nurse for 28 years 
 

Vision Statement 
My vision for the LA-MS District is that all women would serve each other in their own communities, as 
well as those who live in other areas of the United States and overseas.  As women in mission, we must lift 
each other up in the Word and have joy in His service. 
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Candidate for Office of Vice President Mission Grants – Sue McAdams 
 
Service in the LWML and Community 
 

 District  District Treasurer, V.P. Mission Grants and Advocacy, District Nominating 
Committee, District Bylaws Committee 

 Zone  Southern Zone Vice President, Southern Zone President 

 Society  Secretary/Treasurer, Vice President, Publicity Chairman 
 

Congregation 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in the Southern Zone, School Board, Call Committee 
 

Occupation 
School Librarian – Part time 
 

Vision Statement 
Our District LWML grants us an opportunity for caring and faith-filled fellowship which extends across 
states.  It provides the structure for us to join together in reaching out to others both in our own 
congregations and around the world through our mission grants and prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidate for Office of Nominating Committee – Brenda Baker 
 
Service in the LWML and Community 
 

 Zone  Christian Growth Chairman 

 Society  President 4 times, Vice President, Christian Growth Chairman 
 
Congregation 
Faith Lutheran Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, in the Northern Zone, Church Secretary, Financial Secretary, 
Education Committee, Many years Sunday School Teacher and still teaching 
 
Occupation 
Retired classroom teacher 
 
Vision Statement 
I envision that our Louisiana-Mississippi District would continue to make women of all ages and ethnic 
backgrounds feel Christ’s love by spending time in God’s Word daily ad growing in their faith as they 
joyfully serve those near and far. 
 

 
 

14 



 

Candidate for Office of Nominating Committee – Kathy Capace 
 
Service in the LWML and Community 
 

 Zone:  Southern Zone President 

 Society: President Village LWML Society 

 Community Board of Samaritan Center 
 

Congregation 
The Village Church-Lutheran, Lacombe, Louisiana, in the Southern Zone, Prayer Chain member and Theater 
Group 
 

Occupation 
Retired 
 

Vision Statement 
Working with our LWML ‘sisters’ in Christ is more rewarding than I ever imagined.  We are truly blessed to 
work for our Lord.  I pray that many more ‘sisters’ can share our experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidate for Office of Nominating Committee – Joanie M. Schendel 

Service in the LWML and Community 
 

 District: Meeting Manager 

 Zone:  President for 5 years, Currently Secretary 

 Society  President, Secretary, Treasurer 

 Community Volunteers of Acadia General Hospital where she serves as Gift Shop Treasurer, 
served on the Board of Directors of the Acadia Parish Council on Aging and the Cajun 
Area Agency on Aging, membership in Acadia Unit #15 of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, also involved with Lynch Botanical Gardens as a steering committee 
member, past member and secretary of the International Association of 
Administrative Professionals, past member of the Crowley Jaycee Janes 

 
Congregation 
First Lutheran Church, Crowley, Louisiana, in the Southwest Zone 
 
Occupation 
Retired Executive Secretary 
 
Vision Statement 
I see the LA-MS District continuing to be an organization that unites us as a group through fellowship and 
time in God’s Word so we can lead others to know our Savior Jesus Christ, and do more such as financing 
mission grants that affect people around the world and doing service projects in our communities. 
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Candidate for Office of Nominating Committee – Linda M. Turner 
 
Service in the LWML and Community 
 

 District: VP Mission Grants 

 Zone  President 

 Society  President 

 Community: Postal Service Association  
 
Congregation 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, Jackson, Mississippi, in the Mississippi Zone, acting Church President 
 
Occupation 
Retired 
 
Vision Statement 

 
My only vision for the LA-MS District is that we learn better communication with all, that our actions 
exemplify the Book we study and the God we serve and when we sing “Serve the Lord with Gladness” that 
we are not just singing words on a page.  That we continue to be an organization that unites us as a group 
through fellowship and time in God’s Word so we can lead others to know our Savior Jesus Christ, and do 
more such as financing mission grants that affect people around the world and doing service projects in our 
communities. 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidate for Junior Pastoral Counselor – Reverend Michael Shannon 

The Rev. Michael Shannon serves the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church in Shreveport, Louisiana.  He 

is in the Northern Zone.  He attended Fort Wayne Concordia Theological Seminary through the SMP 

(Specific Ministry Pastor) program later in life.  He received a grant from the LA-MS District LWML which 

paid for his first quarter.  He is the only African American LCMS Lutheran Pastor in North Louisiana. 

Pastor Shannon enjoys preaching to the choir (LWML) because of the encouragement we receive from 

Christ. 

One of his favorite Bible verses is Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
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2020 Registrar’s Report 
 

Voting Body    
Board of Directors  ________ 
Delegates   ________ 
Past District Presidents ________ 

Total Voting  ________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report of Tellers 
 

President    ______________________________ 
 
Secretary    ______________________________ 
 
Vice President Christian Life  ______________________________ 
 
Vice President of Communications ______________________________ 
 
Vice President of Mission Grants ______________________________ 
 
Jr. Pastoral Counselor   ______________________________ 
 
Nominating Committee  ______________________________ 
 
     ______________________________ 
 
     ______________________________ 
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LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District 

Mission Grant Proposals 2020-2022 

(listed in order of receipt) 
 

 

________ 1. Desiard Street Shelter                                                                                          $5,000                 
The grant will be used in order to continue the ministry given to us by God and we are doing this for the 
“least” of our community by providing services for more than 6,000 people per year and feeding 70,000 
meals per year. Resolved that these monies will be used to enable Desiard Street Shelter to continue the 
ministry of helping those in need – to provide food for both body and soul 
                                                        Submitted by Pat Brady, Monroe, LA 
 
_______2. The Apple of His eye Mission Society…. Training Leaders                               $5,000 
Ultimately, Israeli men and women who become new believers in Jesus as Messiah will benefit as they are 
trained for leadership roles in the church. This leadership training will be through missionaries Rev. Dr. 
Robert M. and Kristi C. Roegner, serving as Bible Teachers in Israel.  
                                                   Submitted by Michelle Zollinger 
 
_______3. “Filling Haitian Tummies Open Ears to the Gospel                                           $4,000                                      
Convicted to reach the children in our Lutheran Schools with the Word of the Lord by                                                                                                                                
filling their empty tummy with a hot lunch which enables them to be better nourished, increases their 
attention span and enhances their ability to learn and see the food as a powerful witness of Christ’s love 
provided at a cost of $0.25 per meal.                                   
                                Submitted by Denise Gudlin of the Mid-South District 

_______4. Safe Haven Abuse Shelter, Columbus, MS                                                          $2,500  

This shelter, with 24 years’ experience and in service to 10 counties, depends on                                      

1.  Federal & state grant, donations, and limited providing return stays as needed.  
2. Desperate families receiving a nurturing and safe help from United Way, Columbus, 

 MS to keep open.   
3. Support for their volunteers, and a small paid staff to achieve their goals.  
4. Short term stays for women & children while in a nurturing & safe environment 

                                      Submitted by Dorcas Guild of Our Savior Lutheran, Columbus, MS 
 
_________5. Upgrade (Laptop Computer, Screens, Projectors, Installation Wiring        $5,000 

Monies are needed to assist with the purchase and installation of two screens, a laptop computer, and two 

projectors along with the proper wiring to enhance communication; singing, praying, prayer and praise 

while teaching God’s word during worship service, Bible study, Vacation Bible School and other church 

related events. Let the people of God come to hear, see and partake in the goodness of the LORD with 

gladness. 

                                              Submitted by Yolonda Prevost, Mount Zion Lutheran, New Orleans 
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_______6. Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities                                            $4,000 

The theological education provided by Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ Center for Hispanic Studies and 

Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology programs enables highly devout, dedicated immigrant church 

workers to bring many people of different cultural backgrounds closer to Christ from the basis of a strong 

biblical foundation to help fund ‘Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities.’ 

                                                 Submitted by Vicki Biggs, St. Louis, MO 

 

____7. START-UP AND SUPPORT FOR STAFFING AND TRAINING PERSONNEL FOR THE ELDERCARE HOME 
IN Haiti                                                                                                                                           $5,000              
As we furnish the home and approach the assessment of those seniors entering the house, it has become 

apparent that we will need to train personnel to adequately care for this forgotten population.  Staff and 

help support the Eldercare Home in Jacmel, Haiti 

                                              Submitted by Susan M. Matzki, Missionary, Ohio (Recognized Service Organization) 

 

________8. Church Repair & Steeple Replacement                                                        $5,000 

Monies needed to fix the breach in the infrastructure by purchasing building materials & labor to stabilize 

the church structure and replace the steeple due to heavy rains ensuring a safe and stable foundation for 

all worship and church activities. 

                                           Submitted by Evangelina J. USSIN, Epiphany Lutheran, New Orleans 

 

________ 9. Sunday School & Catechesis Materials LCMS Mission to Spain               $1,365 

The 5 -Year Strategic Plan of the LCMS Mission to Spain states the need to “Develop Youth and  

Children Catechesis” including establishing Sunday School and regular youth catechesis in order to build 
strong Lutheran Churches in Spain. 

                                            Submitted by Missionary Shelee Warner St, Louis, MO (Recognized Service Organization) 

 

________10.  Reaching the homeless and low -income families …                                   $5,000 

The homeless population in District D seeking food daily and low-income families are having  

financial difficulties paying their monthly, utilities, …. 

                                                Submitted by Ella Williams-Carr, St.  Paul Lutheran, New Orleans 

 

________11. “Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Fort Wayne Student ASST.      $5,000 

The seminary seeks to reduce this financial burden by providing student’s access to a Food  

Co-op, which currently supplies between 80% and 90% of all families ‘food and household needs …. 

                          Submitted by Katherine Ritter, LWML MEMBER, Columbia City, IN  
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_____12. Witnessing to the Ethiopian: Catechism & Devotions for Ethiopian People               $4,000 

Not all Ethiopians can hear God’s call because they don’t have good Lutheran books and materials 

translated into languages they can read and understand.  The Lutheran Heritage Foundation can provide 

free catechisms, devotions and theology texts for Ethiopian parents, lay people in their Ethiopian language. 

                           Submitted by Trinity Lutheran Church, Baton Rouge, LA - Lisa Miller 

 

________ 13. Trinity Lutheran School, to purchase and installation three drinking fountains   $5000            

 Our Mission is to share the life giving spiritual water of Jesus with those around us and trusting in God’s 

promise to grow us, we must also provide for the physical need of water for God’s children.                                       

Submitted by Liz Slothower, Trinity Lutheran, Baton Rouge, LA  

 

________14. Lutheran Student Fellowship outreach at Louisiana State University.                  $2,000 

 Lutheran Student Fellowship at LSU (formerly LCMSU at LSU) attended the Witness LCMS-U gathering, in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana which strengthens them in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
                            Submitted by Chapel of the Cross LWML (Baton Rouge, LA) 
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2020-2022 Proposed Louisiana-Mississippi District 

Mission Grant Resolutions 

 

1. Desiard Street Shelter                                                                                                      $5,000   

    Whereas, Matthew 25:40 states that whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did it 
for me, and Galatians 6:2 says Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
Whereas, the goal is to help those who cannot help themselves by providing physical and spiritual aid,  by 
and using the spirit of gentleness to restore people. 
 
Whereas, the only funds for this project are from private donations from individuals and churches in the 
area, and there are no government funds. 
 
Whereas, the grant will be used in order to continue the ministry given to us by God, and we are doing this 
for the “least” of our community by providing services for more that 6,000 people per year and feeding 
70,000 meals per year 
 
Resolved that these monies will be used to enable Desiard Street Shelter to continue the ministry of 
helping those in need – to provide food for both body and soul. 
 

Submitted by Pat Brady, Monroe, LA 
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2. Information Sheet” from The Apple of His Eye Mission Society concerning the Grant Proposal for 

“Training Leaders to BOLDLY declare Y’shua as Messiah, IN ISRAEL.”                           $5,000 

Whereas, The Apple of His Eye Mission Society exists to BOLDLY declare Y’shua as the Messiah and 

URGENTLY equip God’s people to do the same, in keeping with Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes; first to the Jews, 

then to the gentiles,” and 

Whereas, for nearly 25 years The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has shared with the lost the Good News 

of God’s free gift of grace far and wide in the U.S.A, and continues to take the Great Commission to heart 

by expanding into Israel as well, and 

Whereas, the strategy IN ISRAEL includes not only the BOLDLY declaring of Y’shua as Messiah but also 

URGENTLY equipping God’s people to do the same through the Training of Leaders who will need resources 

like Hebrew Catechetical texts and Hebrew New Testaments, and 

Whereas, The Apple of His Eye Mission Society is not ashamed of the Gospel for this is God’s power for 

salvation to all who will believe, to the Jew first; therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the delegates gathered at the April 24-26, 2020 Louisiana-Mississippi LWML District 

Convention in Jackson, MS, vote the sum of $5,000 for Bible Teachers in Israel, Rev. Dr. Robert M. and Kristi 

C. Roegner, to help train and deploy indigenous leaders . 

Resolved, that the delegates pray for the peace of Israel and the salvation of the Jewish people, joining 

their hearts with the Apostle Paul in Romans 10:1 “My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 

they might be saved.” 

                                      Submitted by: Michelle Zollinger  

              Contact Person: Bob and Kcristi  Roegner, Bible Teachers to Israel 

                                            ACT /c/o Chris Bennett , P.O. Box 1649 

                                            Brentwood, TN 37024 
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3. “Filling Haitian Tummies Open Ears to the Gospel”                                                  $4,000 

 
WHEREAS, Christ instructed us in Matthew 28:19 to "Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations" and God will tell His sheep who have fed the hungry "For I was hungry and you gave me 

food ...'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 

me."' in Matthew 25:35-40, and 

 
WHEREAS, Trinity HOPE has demonstrated that providing a noon meal for the hungry children in our 

Lutheran schools in Haiti is a powerful witness used by the Holy Spirit to discredit the Voodoo 

teaching that God is unapproachable and non-responsive to Haitians, and 

 
WHEREAS, children in our Lutheran schools in Haiti are coming to faith in response to the Word 

and its witness faster than any other population segment and often later are instruments in 

bringing their whole families to the knowledge of Christ, and 

 
WHEREAS, convicted to reach the children in our Lutheran Schools with the Word of the Lord by 

filling their empty tummies with a hot lunch enables them to be better nourished, increases their 

attention span and enhances their ability to learn and see the food as a powerful witness of 

Christ's love provided at a cost of $0.25 per meal, therefore be it, 

 
RESOLVED that, the delegates gathered at the 2020 Convention of the Louisiana-Mississippi 

District LWML in Jackson, Mississippi vote the sum of $4,000 to partner with Trinity HOPE, the 

local Lutheran Churches in Haiti and the people of Haiti to feed physically and FEED spiritually the 

children each day. 

 
Submitted by: Denise Gudlin, LWML Member of the Mid-South District 

                                   2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
                                   Trinityhope.dg@gmail.com 
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4.   Proposed Project:  Safe Haven Abuse Shelter, Columbus, MS                 $2,500 
 
Whereas,  Hebrews 13:16 says: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God”;   and also from Matthew 7:12, “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 
do also for them, for this is the Law and the Prophets ” -  and, from Acts  20:35b; when Paul was collecting 
for the church; “…It is more blessed to  give than to receive”.  We must help those in need wherever and 
whenever we can, and 
 
Whereas, we need to help those in dire circumstances to receive immediate help and mercy by providing 
safe shelter, food, counseling, and other resources so they can make life-affirming changes for their 
families, and keep out of harm’s way, and 
 
Whereas, this shelter, in place for 24 years, services 10 counties with a safe place to shelter, feed, and 
counsel women & children who suffer continuing abuse at their homes. They offer a new possible outcome 
with Christian outreach as well as offering counseling to non-residents.  Abuse is present in all levels of 
society and harms vulnerable people. We pray that we can help to change their lives for a more nurturing 
and safe environment through this grant. 
 
Therefore be it resolved that: The LA-MS District of the LWML adopt a grant of $2,500 to help this agency 
continue to minister to those desperately in need of immediate aid and support to these women and 
children due to continued violence and abuse. 
 
Submitted by:  Dorcas Guild of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Columbus, MS 
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5. Proposed Project: Spreading the News of Salvation through Technology Upgrade (Laptop Computer, 
Screens, Projectors, Installation and Wiring)                                                               $10,000 
 

Whereas, Psalm 100:2-4 Serve the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing. Know that the 

LORD Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of 

His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise Give thanks to Him, bless His 

name. 

 Whereas, monies are needed to assist with the purchase and installation of two screens, a laptop 

computer, and two projectors along with the proper wiring to enhance communication; singing, praying, 

prayer and praise while teaching God’s word during worship service, bible study, Vacation Bible School and 

other church related events. Let the people of God come to hear, see and partake in the goodness of the 

LORD with gladness 

Whereas, we would like to teach God’s word and enhance our worship service, bible study, vacation bible 

school, and other church related events through various forms of communication as the church serves as a 

foundation to spread the good news of salvation and mercy. This updated form of communication would 

also assist with reaching our diverse learners within our community and the world. 

Whereas, our current technology equipment is outdated, cumbersome and creates a hazard in our 

sanctuary. We have been using our current equipment for many years with no monies to update or 

purchase new equipment. The screen that we are using blocks our beautiful altar as it is the only place in 

the church where everyone can see it. This makes it challenging for our pastor to position himself so that 

all can see him. The plan is to purchase two screens and two projectors to suspend from each side of the 

church to increase visibility for all who come to hear and partake in God’s word.  

Submitted by: Yolonda Wornner Prevost, Congregation President, and Member of Mount Zion Lutheran 

Church’s LWML Society 1401 Simon Bolivar Avenue New Orleans, La. 70113 504-495-7761 

Vbsmzlc1401@gmail.com 

 Contact Information:  

Yolonda Wornner Prevost, Congregation President, and Member of Mount Zion Lutheran 

 Church’s LWML Society  

1401 Simon Bolivar Avenue New Orleans, La. 70113 

 504-495-7761 Vbsmzlc1401@gmail.com 
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6. Proposed Project: Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities                             $4,000 

Whereas, Jesus exhorts us to … “lift up your eyes and see that the fields are white for harvest. …” (John 

4:35 ESV), and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is making important efforts to share the 

Gospel according to Lutheran tradition throughout U.S. immigrant/ethnic communities and embracing the 

rapidly increasing ethnic and cultural diversity of 21st -century America, and 

 Whereas, the theological education provided by Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ Center for Hispanic Studies 

and Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology programs enables highly devout, dedicated immigrant church 

workers to bring many people of different cultural backgrounds closer to Christ from the basis of a strong 

biblical foundation, and 

 Whereas, these ethnic church workers live with considerably strained financial circumstances and do not 

have nearly the resources to fund their education costs, and 

 Whereas, the congregations these church workers serve, as well as their LCMS districts, often are unable 

to support these education costs due to their own financial constraints, therefore be it, 

 Resolved that the Louisiana – Mississippi District LWML in convention vote the sum of $4,000 to help fund 

Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities. 

 Submitted by: Vicki Biggs, senior vice president, Seminary Advancement/chief communications officer, 

Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105. 

Contact Person: Tom Evans, grant writer Concordia Seminary 

                              801 Seminary Place, MO 63105 

                              314-505-7261 

                               evanst@csl.edu 
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7. START-UP and Support for Staffing and Training Personnel for the ElderCare Home in Haiti.   $5,000 

WHEREAS, The Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ is "to make disciples of all nations," and 

He also calls His people to travel in the footsteps of Paul the Apostle to foreign soil ("For so the Lord 

has commanded us, saying, I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 

the ends of the earth." Acts 13:4), and 
 

WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) is in pulpit fellowship with the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Haiti, baptizing members in its congregations; and new groups, including non-

Christians and Voodoo priests, are being brought by God to be redeemed in record numbers, and 
 

WHEREAS, God has established the LCMS Lutheran Village project in Haiti for mercy and Gospel 

outreach to Haitian Lutherans and unchurched citizens. This village currently consists of the local 

Lutheran Church, homes, Center of Refuge Orphanage and the Jacmel Lutheran Home, an eldercare 

facility. ("How will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 

him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And 

how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, how beautiful are the feet of those 

who preach good news!" Romans 10:14, 15), and 
 

WHEREAS, Ministry in Mission, a 501c3 in Chesterland, Ohio, a strong Recognized Service 

Organization of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, will continue to be a conduit to support and 

encourage missionaries to travel to Haiti for ministering to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Work 

throughout Haiti has included disaster response, construction projects, facilitate medical and dental 

clinics, to teach and serve fellow Christians, and to evangelize all people, especially the orphans and 

elderly. Support is now needed to staff workers and operate the Jacmel Lutheran Home, Within the 

confines of the orphanage in the Lutheran Village, missionaries can interact with many of those in 

need, bringing hope to the community through the Word of God. Therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, that the Lutheran Women in Mission Louisiana-Mississippi District, assembled in 

convention in 2020, grant the sum of $5,000 so that this mission work may bring glory to God, help 

renew the ministries of many Lutheran congregations across America, strengthen Haitian/American 

bonds, and complete the Lutheran Villages in Haiti providing a nurturing Lutheran community 

serving all Haitian Lutherans and especially those unable to help themselves. 
 

Staff and support the Eldercare Home in Jacmel, Haiti 
 

A Mission Grant Proposal to the Lutheran Women's Missionary League Louisiana-Mississippi District 

convening in 2020. 

 START-UP AND SUPPORT FOR STAFFING AND TRAINING PERSONNEL FOR THE ELDERCARE HOME 

As we furnish the home and approach the assessment of those seniors entering the house, it has 

become apparent that we will need to train personnel to adequately care for this forgotten 

population. Pastor Marky Kessa, President of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jacmel, has 

asked if we will help him hire and train Haitians to serve the geriatric population. The executive 

staff from Lutheran Family Service in the Iowa West District traveled to Haiti in January of 2019 to 

advise, assess and help move the seniors into the home. As we hired personnel, we need to pay a 

salary to support the training and work for a period as we get the 

Respectfully submitted by Susan M. Matzke, Ministry in Mission Secretary August 26,2019 
 Remit To: Jackie Rychel, Ministry in Mission Founder and President 

13442 Shady Lane, Chesterland, Ohio 44026             (440) 463-0594) jrchel@gmail.com   27 
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8. “Church Repair & Steeple Replacement       $35,000 

          Proposed Project: Church Repair & Steeple Replacement                                       

Whereas, Era 2:68 WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN JERUSALEM, SOME OF THE HEADS 

OF FAMILES GAVE FREE WILL OFFERING TOWARD THE REBUILDING OF THE HOUSE OF GOD ON ITS SITE. 

Whereas, monies are needed to assist with the purchase of building materials and labor to replace our 

steeple structure to stabilize our place of worship. ISAIAH 58:12 And they that shall be of thee shall build 

the old waste places; though you shalt raise up many generations, and thou shalt be called the Repairer of 

the Breach, the Restorer of Paths to dwell in. 

Whereas, we would like to ensure a stable church structure so that our church home remains a safe and 

stable foundation to serve our members and community members during Worship Service, Bible Study, 

Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Prayer Breakfast, Church Anniversaries and other programs such as 

our annual School Supply outworks, Thanksgiving and Christmas basket give away to our aging and needy 

members in our community. 

Psalms 68:5 “Father of the fatherless and Protector of widows, is God in his holy habitation. “He who 

numbers the hairs on our head will certainly not turn away from children living as orphans, and this should 

inspire us to act.” 

Whereas, our current church Steeple has succumbed to the recent reflux of heavy rains and has resulted in 

a breach in the infrastructure. Our current Steeple has stood since our church was originally built in 1915 

and has survived both hurricane Betsy and Katrina. We have made several attempts to stabilize and repair 

the Steeple through the use of volunteer and patch work, therefore be it… 

Submitted by Evangelina J. Ussin Contact Info 9004  

Epiphany Lutheran, Hickory St., New Orleans, LA 70118  
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9. “Sunday School & Catechesis Materials LCMS Mission to Spain”                            $1,365 

Proposed Project: Sunday School & Catechesis Materials LCMS Mission to Spain 

Whereas, Psalm 119:27 says '"Make me understand the way of your precepts and I will meditate on 
your wondrous works", and later in 103-104: "How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore, I hate every false way", 
and 

Whereas, the 5-Year Strategic Plan of the LCMS Mission to Spain states the need to "Develop Youth 

and Children Catechesis" including establishing Sunday School and regular youth catechesis (l.b, ii), in 
order to build strong Lutheran Churches in Spain, and 

Whereas, the focus of LCMS International Missions is to Spread the Gospel, Plant Lutheran Churches, 

and Show Mercy, and 

Whereas, the Lutheran Church in Spain is young, having 115 members nationally, and at this time need 
financial help for basic needs such as this, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Louisiana—Mississippi District Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League assembled in convention in 2020 adopt as a missionary grant for the 20202022 

biennium, $1,365 to purchase Sunday School and Catechism materials for the LCMS Mission to Spain. 

Submitted by: Missionary Shelee Warner 

LCMS Office of International Mission 

Attn: Mary Hamilton, Grants Manager 

LCMS Mission Advancement 1333 S. 

Kirkwood Road 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

314-996-1310 

Mary.Hamilton@LCMS.org 
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10. “Reaching the homeless and low-income families…                                                              $30,000 

Proposed Project: Reaching the homeless and low-income families and individuals with God's Love 

 
Whereas, Galatians 2:10 - "Only they would that we should remember the poor, the same which I 
also was forward to do.", and 

 

Whereas, the homeless population in District seeking food daily and low-income families having 
financial difficulties paying their monthly utilities, and 

 
Whereas, the homeless population should eat at least one hot meal a day and low-income families 
should be able to receive assistance with utilities expenses, therefore be it, 

 
Resolved that, LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District vote the sum of $30,000.00 to feed the 

homeless and pay disconnect utility notices monthly for low income families located in District D 

who are below the poverty level. 

The grant was originated by: Name: Ella Williams-Carr 

Address: 7017 Whitmore Place, New Orleans, LA 

504-451-3124 

Email: e11awi11iams75@aol.com 

Name of the organization: Ladies Aid Society and Sisters-in Christ 

Address: 1625 Annette Street, St.  Paul Lutheran, New Orleans 
Phone Number: (504) 944-5401 
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11. “Financial Assistance for Concordia Theo. Fort Wayne Student ASST.                            $5,000 

 “Whereas, God our Savior ‘desires all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. For 

there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and humankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 

Himself as a ransom for all.’ (1 Tim. 2:4-6a); and 

 Whereas, those who have been ransomed by His blood are ‘from every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation.’ (Rev. 5:9b); and Whereas, God, who determines where every nation shall live (Acts 17:26), has 

arranged for the nations of the world to come in increasing numbers to the United States; and … 

“Therefore, be it  

Resolved, That Synod in convention thank God for the gifts of new and existing multi-ethnic populations 

that He is giving His church in North America; and be it further … Resolved, That congregations of the LCMS 

be encouraged to seek out and welcome all multi-ethnic populations, showing the love of Jesus in both 

word and deed; and be it further … “Resolved, That Synod reaffirm the formation of church workers 

through the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology, Center for Hispanic Studies, and other such programs 

that provide education for ministry to multi-ethnic groups via distance education.” 3. Who will benefit from 

the project/grant? CHS and EIIT students will benefit from an awarded mission grant, as the dollars will 

help fund the cost of their educations. In addition, the LCMS will continue to benefit from these students’ 

work in furthering the Synod’s important efforts to embrace the rapidly increasing ethnic and cultural 

diversity of 21st-century America  

Southern District LCMS Board d. LCMS boards Vicki Biggs, senior vice president, Seminary 

Advancement/chief communications officer, Concordia Seminary 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-505-7266 biggsv@csl.edu 

 Note: Ms. Biggs is an LWML member. 8. Who will be the contact person for more information and to 

receive the grant money if the project is adopted? Tom Evans, grant writer, Concordia Seminary 801 

Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105 314-505-7261 evanst@csl.edu 9. What is the final goal or purpose of 

this project/grant? The overarching purpose of CHS and EIIT, and the ministries of their student/church 
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12. Proposed Project: Witnessing to the Ethiopian: Catechism & Devotions for the Ethiopian People        

                  $4,000        

Whereas, the Holy Spirit at Pentecost gave Jesus' disciples the gift of speaking in many tongues so that all 

God’s children might hear His call (Acts 2:1-41); and 

Whereas, the LCMS is committed to helping the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) 
to hear God’s call through theological education; and 

Whereas, not all Ethiopians can hear God's call because they don't have good Lutheran books and 
materials translated into languages they can read and understand; and 

Whereas, LHF stands ready to again partner with the LWML LA-MS by translating the Small Catechism, 
devotions and the like into 6 additional Ethiopian languages; therefore, be it 

Resolved that, the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District assembled in convention vote the sum of 
$4000 for the Lutheran Heritage Foundation to provide free catechisms, devotions, and theology texts 
for Ethiopian parents, lay people and immigrants in the languages of Ethiopian.  

 
Submitted by: Trinity Lutheran Church - LWML - Lisa Miller Baton Rouge, LA 70816 

Send grant funds to; Mr.Jeffery Rahn 
                                    Assistant Director, Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
                                    51474 Romeo Plank Rd.Macomb, MI 48042  

 
                                    
 
 
 
 

13. Trinity Lutheran School, to purchase and installed (3) drinking foundation                      $5,000 

Whereas, the theme verse of Trinity Lutheran School is Job 8:7 “Through your beginning was small, your 

future will flourish indeed,” and  

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran School formerly Baton Rouge Lutheran School, has been anchored in Christ of 

over 57 years and has faced many challenges – significant loss of students following the 2016 flood, 

changes in location and names, and 

Whereas, we have been blessed with monumental support from school families and congregation 

members, and we have moved forward in faith to the Harrell’s Ferry Location and are continuing our 

mission in modular building, and 

Whereas, our mission is to share the life-giving spiritual water of Jesus with those around us and trusting in 

God’s promise to grow us, we must also provide for the physical need of water for God’s children, 

therefore be it, 

Resolved that, LA-MS District LWML grant $5,000 to Trinity Lutheran School to equip three modular 

classroom buildings with drinking fountains. 

Submitted by: Liz Slothower, Trinity Lutheran Church LWML, member 

Trinity Lutheran School, Marinea McGehee, 15160 Harrell’s Ferry Rd., Baton Rouge, LA   32 



 

14. Lutheran Student Fellowship outreach at Louisiana State University                             $2,000 

Proposed Project: Lutheran Student Fellowship outreach at Louisiana State University 
 
Whereas, the Lord has called us to be his witnesses, and 
 
Whereas, Lutheran Student Fellowship at LSU (formerly LCMSU at LSU) attended the Witness LCMS-U 
gathering in Fort Wayne, Indiana which strengthened them in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
 
Whereas, the Lord has placed Lutheran Student Fellowship on the mission field of Louisiana State 
University, and 
 
Whereas, Lutheran Student Fellowship at LSU is our Synodical recognized student group on the LSU 
campus, and 
 
Whereas, the harvest is plentiful, therefore be it 
 
Resolved that the LWML provide $2000.00 to be used to support the work of Lutheran Student Fellowship 
in its witness efforts on the campus of Louisiana State University. 
 
Submitted by: Chapel of the Cross LWML (Baton Rouge, LA) 
                            Pastor Gary Peterson 
                                         3235 Dalrymtle Dr. 
                                         Baton Rouge, LA   70816 
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2020 Registrar’s Report for Mission Grants 
 

Report of Tellers 
2020 – 2022 Mission Projects 

          Grant      Number   Amount 
         Number   of Votes   of Grant 
 

   1   _______   $5,000 
 
   2   _______   $5,000 
 
   3   _______   $4,000 
 
   4   _______   $2,500 
 
   5   _______   $5,000 
 
   6   _______   $4,000 
 
   7   _______   $5,000 
 
   8   _______   $5,000 
 
   9   _______   $1,365 
 
   10   _______   $5,000 
 
   11   _______   $5,000 
 
   12   _______   $4,000 
 
   13   _______   $5,000 
 
   14   _______   $2,000 
 
 

Awarded Grant Number in Order of Payment 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

5.     

6.     

7.     

8.     

9.     
34 



 

Proposed By-Laws Amendments     
35 

LWML Louisiana – Mississippi District Bylaws 
Proposed Date of Approval: 2020 District Convention April 25, 2020 

Proposed Amendments 

 
Please note: Except for a small approved change to the Bylaws (to add under Special Appointed Personnel the 

position of Webmaster) at our last convention, these have not been updated since 2010. 

 
Rationale: To change the names of the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District officers to align with the same 

office names of the national body. This will also make it easier for District officers to look up 
information pertinent to them on the LWML national website. It was recommended the the 
current names be placed in parentheses after the new names for ease of understanding. 

 
Note: If adopted, the alphabetical order and name changes will be updated throughout our 

Bylaws for continuity. 

 

Article VI – Officers and Elections 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

Section 1 – definition sentence Section 1 – definition sentence 

The elected officers shall be President, Vice 

President of Mission Grants, Vice President of 

Human Care, Vice President of Christian Life, 

Vice President of Servant Resources, Secretary, 

and Treasurer. 

The elected officers shall be President, Vice 

President of Christian Life (no name change), 

Vice President Gospel Outreach (formerly 

Mission Grants), Vice President Organizational 

Resources (formerly Servant Resources), Vice 

President Special Focus Ministries (formerly 

Human Care), Secretary, and Treasurer. 

If Vice President of Communication is approved 

the order would then be: 

President, Vice President of Christian Life (no 

name change), Vice President of 

Communication, Vice President of Gospel 

Outreach (formerly Mission Grants), Vice 

President of Organizational Resources (formerly 

Servant Resources) Vice President of Special 

Focus Ministries (formerly Human Care,) 

Secretary, and Treasurer. 
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Rationale: To add a Vice President of Communications position to the elected officers of the     

LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District. This would mimic the office designation at 

National. 

 

Currently, the Editor and Public Relations Director and Webmaster fall under the 

supervision of the Vice President of Human Care. This would allow all the 

communication aspects of our District to be better coordinated. 

 

If adopted, the duties of Human Care will be updated removing references to Editor and 

Public Relations Director and Webmaster. They will be defined under the duties of Vice 

President of Communication. 

 

Currently, our Bylaws state that elected officers are elected to serve a term of four years, 

or until their successors are elected, and shall not be eligible for reelection to the same 

office. Newly elected officers shall assume their duties at the close of the convention in 

which they are elected. This statement shall apply to the new officer. 

 

Because we are adopting this new office in the same year as the election of President, 

Vice President of Mission Grants, Vice President of Christian Life, and Secretary, we 

will vote on the candidates at this convention and it will continue to be so. 

 

The redundancy of the number of the number spelled out and written is no longer 

required. 

 

Article VI – Officers and Elections 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

Section 2 Section 2 

b. The election of offices shall be as follows: 

1. The President, Vice President of Mission 

Grants, Vice President of Christian Life, 

and Secretary shall be elected in one (1) 

convention. 

b. The election of officers shall be as follows: 

1. The President, Vice President of 

Christian Life, Vice President of 

Communications, Vice President of 

Mission Grants, and Secretary shall be 

elected in one convention. 

 

If the office name changes are approved, this 

section would read: 

b. The election of officers shall be as follows: 

1. The President, Vice President of Christian 

Life, Vice President of Communication, 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach, and 

Secretary shall be elected in one 

convention. 
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Rationale: To add the duties of Vice President of Communication to Section VII. 

ARTICLE VII – Duties of Officers 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

none Section 3 

The Vice President of Communication may 

perform the duties of the office of the President 

in the absence of, or at the request of, the 

President, and shall: 

a. be coordinator of the Communication 

Department; 

b. oversee the activities of the Editor, Public 

Relations Director, and Webmaster; 

c. report to the Executive Committee and Board 

of Directors; 

d. prepare a report for the convention, including 

department activities; 

e. perform other duties as wet forth in the 

procedures section of the District Leaders' 

Guide, as requested by the President. 
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Rationale: To conform to current practices by removing check signing authorization from Vice 

President Human Care to Vice President Servant Resources. 

 

Section VII – Duties of Officers 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

Section 3 

Vice President of Human Care may perform the 

duties of the office of the President in the absence, 

or at the request, of the President, and shall: 

a, serve as chairman of the Mission Service 

Committee and the Human Care Committee, 

and oversee the activities of the Editor and 

Public Relations Director and Webmaster; 

b. be authorized to sign checks in an emergency 

c. be bonded at the expense of the District 

LWML for an amount determined by the 

national LWML insurance policy. 

d. report to the Board of Directors 

e. prepare a report for the convention, 

including committee activities; 

f. perform other duties as set forth in the District 

Leaders' Guide. 

Section will read after removal of b and c if 

name change and new Vice President of 

Communication is not approved: 

 

Section 3 

Vice President of Human Care 

The Vice President of Human Care may perform 

the duties of the office of the President in the 

absence, or at the request, of the President, and 

shall: 

a. serve as chairman of the Mission Service 

Committee and the Human Care committee, 

and oversee the activities of the Editor and 

Public Relations Director; 

b. report to the Board of Directors; 

c. prepare a report for the convention, including 

committee activities; 

d. perform other duties as set forth in the 

District Leader's Guide. 

If the name change is approved and b and c are 

removed, the section will read: 

 

Section 5 if no name change to put in alphabetical 

order 

 

Section 6 if name change approved 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

(Human Care) 

 

The Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

(Human Care) may perform the duties of the 

office of the President in the absence, or at the 

request, of the President, and shall: 

a. serve as chairman of the Mission Service 

Committee and Human Care Committee, 

b. report to the Board of Directors; 

c. prepare a report for the convention, including 

committee activities; 

d. perform other duties as set forth in the 



 

 District Leaders' Guide. 
 

Rationale: Continuation of removing check signing authorization from Vice 

President Human Care to Vice President Servant Resources. 

 

Section VII – Duties of Officers 

Section 5 If adopted, will read: 

Vice President of Servant Resources Section 5 if no name change 

Section ends with item h Vice President of Servant Resources 

Add: 

i. be authorized to sign checks in an 

emergency; 

j. be bonded at the expense of the District 

LWML for an amount determined by the 

national LWML insurance policy. 

 

If name change approved alphabetical order 

makes this: 

 

Section 4 

Vice President of Organization Resources 

(Servant Resources) 

 

Add: 

i. be authorized to sign checks in an 

emergency; 

j. be bonded at the expense of the District 

LWML for an amount determined by the 

national LWML insurance policy. 



 

40 

Rationale: To add the appointed office of Financial Secretary to add a layer of security to the    

financial aspect of the District. (Most congregations have separate people who count the 

offering and another who records in the checkbook and pays the bills for security 

reasons.) 

 

To list the appointed officers in alphabetical order which will include changing the 

section numbers for their responsibilities. 

 

The redundancy of the number spelled out and written is no longer required. 

 

ARTICLE IX – Appointed Officers 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

Section 1 

The appointed officers shall be Meeting 

Manager and Planner, appointed by the 

President, and shall: 

a. serve a term of two (2) years or until their 

successors are appointed, and be eligible for 

one (1) reappointment; 

b. be voting members of the Board of Directors; 

c. be responsible to the President; 

d, report to each regular meeting of the Board 

of Directors; 

e. report to the convention. 

Section 1 

The appointed officers shall be Financial 

Secretary, Meeting Manager, and Meeting Planner 

and shall: 

a. serve a term of two years or until their 

successors are appointed, and be eligible for 

one reappointment; 

b. be voting members of the Board of Directors; 

c. be responsible to the President; 

d, report to each regular meeting of the Board 

of Directors; 

e. report to the convention. 

  

Section 2 Meeting Manager Section 2 

The Financial Secretary shall: 

a. be bonded at the expense of the District for 

an amount determined by the national LWML 

insurance policy; 

b, make deposits; 

c: coordinate deposit information with the 

District Treasurer. 

 Section 3 

Meeting Manager 

 

Secton 4 

Meeting Planner 

Rationale: To change point g in the duties of the president designating an alternate for signing 

contracts should the President be unavailable due to an extenuating circumstance. This 

change was done as an advisement from the National Structure Committee to a 

previous Vice President of Servant Resources. 

 

Section VII – Duties of Officers 



 

Existing bylaws read: If adopted, will read: 

Section 1 

The President shall: 

g. be the only officer designated to sign legal 

contracts for the District 

Section 1 

The President shall: 

g. be the primary officer designated to sign legal 

contracts for the District. If the president is 

not available due to some extenuating 

circumstance, the Executive Committee will 

vote on approval of the contract. If the 

contract is approved, signatures from the 

Secretary or the Treasurer will be required for 

the contract to be valid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 



 

    
 
 

42 



 

Linda Gage is LWML’s National Gift Planning Counselor, serving in partnership with the LCMS 

Foundation.  Most Christians don’t have a charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to heaven and 

may be unsure where to start.  Let Linda help you put your wishes on paper to care for your family and 

impact ministry.  LWML provides free, professional assistance you can trust.  You will have joy and peace 

of mind knowing your instructions will be carried out.   

  

Linda helps individuals and couples plan and direct their passion for 

giving to family and all ministries of the church. In addition to working 

one-on-one with individuals and couples, Linda speaks at events, 

conventions and retreats to help people discover how they can share 

their faith, minimize taxes, bless their family and make a lasting impact 

on ministry through charitable planning.    

 

Linda has served in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for over 35 

years.  Prior to serving with the LCMS Foundation and LWML for the 

last 9 years, Linda served for 26 years in the LCMS Eastern District, 

most recently as their Gift Planning Counselor and previously as the 

Executive Director of Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center, the Outdoor 

Ministry Center of the Eastern District. 

 

Volunteerism has always been important to Linda.  She has served in 

leadership positions on many LCMS Boards and Committees as well 

as non-profit agencies.  These include LCMS Youth Ministry Servant Events, LCMS National Youth 

Gathering, National Lutheran Outdoors Ministry Association, Trinity Lutheran Church, Heritage Christian 

Services, and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.   

Linda resides in Silver Creek, New York (one hour south of Buffalo) with her husband Don on their 75-

acre fruit farm of vineyards and orchards. They are blessed with two sons, Jason and Ryan, two 

daughters-in-law Ashley and Kelsey, and three precious grandchildren, Gabrielle, Gianna and Gavin.  

You will find the Gage family each Saturday from mid-July to November at the local Farmer’s Market with 

their fresh fruit and vegetables. Don and Linda are members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Silver Creek, 

New York.  They also are members of National Grape Cooperative (Welch’s).     

Linda welcomes the opportunity to talk with you individually, at a Society Meeting, Zone Event, or District 

Convention or Retreat.  Consider inviting her to be a workshop presenter, bible study leader, zone event 

or interest session speaker.  You will learn a lot and have the confidence in knowing that you are working 

with an experienced LCMS professional who serves our LWML 

 

Gifts of Love is an official ministry of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
providing free gift planning services to LWML women and their families. 

 
 Linda L. Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor 

Linda.Gage@lfnd.org 
Toll Free:  800-741-4138    Office/Cell:  716-946-8111 

lwmlgiftplan.org 
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   District Personnel 

 
 

President*      Anita Granger, Southwest Zone 
 

Vice President Christian Life*    Bonnie Frasier, Northern Zone 
 

Vice President Human Care*    Pat Brady, Northern Zone 
 

Vice President Mission Grants*    Linda Turner, Mississippi Zone 
 

Vice President Servant Resources*   Debbie Greene, Southwest Zone 
 

Young Woman Representative     Martin, Northern Zone 
 

Treasurer*      Elizabeth Smith, Southwest Zone 
 

Recording Secretary*     Gilda Domingue, Southern Zone 
 

Pastoral Counselor, Senior    Rev. David Hartung, Mississippi Zone 
 

Pastoral Counselor, Junior    Rev. Perry Culver, Northern Zone 
 

Meeting Manager*     Liz Slothower, Southern Zone 
 

Archivist-Historian     Vacant 
 

Parliamentarian      Liz Slothower, Southern Zone 
 

Webmaster      Daisy Olmstead, Southern Zone 
 

Nominating Committee     Kathy Abbott, Southern Zone 
         Judy Bartz, Northern Zone 
         Lauretta Houston, Southwest Zone 

Zone Presidents: 
    Mississippi      Linda Turner 
    New Orleans      Oddistine Moore 
    Northern      Melissa Meeks 
    Southern      Kathy Capace 
    Southwest      Andrea Ferguson 
  
 
 

The LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District Board of Directors is made up of the Executive Committee 
and all Zone Presidents.  Both Pastoral Counselors are non-voting members of the Board of Directors. 

 
 

*Denotes Executive Committee: 
Both Pastoral Counselors are non-voting executive committee members.  The executive committee 
and zone presidents form your board of directors. 
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Elected Officer Reports 
 

Report of the President – Anita Granger 

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you! (Luke 1:28b.) These words may 

seem strange being shared with you after those beautiful words of Easter: He is risen! He is risen indeed! I 

share them with you as your outgoing president because that is how I felt when God chose me to be your 

district president four years ago by your vote. I was, and continue to be, in awe of the grace and favor shown 

to me by my loving Father in heaven. In those four years I have had moments ranging from mountaintop 

experiences to extreme humility. I am a sinner, and know I have caused hurt feelings, stepped-on toes, and 

aggravation. For these things, dear sisters, I am truly sorry. While serving as your president and experiencing 

those peaks and valleys, I leaned on the love and forgiveness of Jesus and the love and support of each of you. 

Yes, I have been blessed. 

Since our last convention, I have engaged in a variety of activities nationally and throughout our district. At the 

national level I attended the Assembly of Leaders gathering, board of directors’ meetings, and national 

conventions. District activities included hosting executive committee and board of directors’ meetings as well 

as attending zone events as frequently as possible. Staying on top of emails was a particular challenge at 

times. A special joy and honor were serving with you while the LA-MS District had the honor of joining with 

two other districts to host the national convention in Mobile, Alabama, June 2019. We had 63 men and 

women who served willingly, selflessly, and always with a smile, our 3000 plus guests from around our country 

and the world. During the past four years, the board began meeting periodically online rather than face to 

face to become better stewards of the gifts you provide through your mites. Your district leaders 

accomplished much, but there is still much more the Lord expects of you and me. 

I eagerly look forward to the plans God has for me and our district. He expects a lot, but He gives us so much 

more. God’s grace and peace be with you as you serve Him wherever and whenever He needs you and me, 

and as we dedicate our lives to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who have not heard. 

Your humble servant in Christ, 

Anita Granger  

 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
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Report of the Interim Vice President of Christian Life – Bonnie Asher Frasier 

The National Convention in Mobile, AL, June 20-23, 2019 was such a surprising experience. My first National 

Convention was in Albuquerque, NM in 2017, and an entirely different experience.  In Albuquerque I was a 

first-timer, a delegate, totally awestruck with that many Lutherans in one spot, and everything was new to me.  

Since the Mobile Convention was hosted by Florida-Georgia, Gulf States, and Louisiana-Mississippi Districts, I 

felt sure I was moving from a “Mary” to a “Martha” role (and I was pouting like Martha too!)  To my serving 

surprise it was a “Mountain top” experience!  Everyone that I talked to from the hosting Districts said the 

same thing --- it was such a joy serving the Lord through the National LWML to help all participants join us “In 

Praise to the Lord!” 

At the close of the Mobile convention, I was approached by LA-MS District President, Anita Granger requesting 

that I consider filling the unexpired term of Rita Salathe as VP of Christian Life.  Shortly after that I told Anita 

that I would be honored to serve as the Interim VP.  I communicated several times with her about what the 

job required.  She supplied me with copies of Bylaws, District Leaders Handbook, and the Convention Planning 

Guide, and answered many questions.  I also contacted Rita directly with questions and requests for materials 

that would be passed down for carrying out duties.  She and Anita have been so much help and I appreciate 

them so much! 

The main responsibility of the remaining term of office is to fulfill duties for the District Convention.  This 

includes (1) preparing a display for supporting Christian Life Chairmen at the Zone and Society level, (2) 

planning the room setup for the Convention Prayer Room, (3) with the guidance and assistance of the Pastoral 

Counselors and President, plan for the worship services of the District Convention, (4) and assist the Host Zone 

in securing adequate ushers, servers for each worship service.  Each of these four responsibilities are currently 

underway. I have also attended each of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings since I was 

given the interim position.  

Finally, I agreed to have my name submitted for nomination for VP of Christian Life to be elected at the 

upcoming Convention.  I pray that we may all seek God the Father’s wisdom, the Son’s blessing and 

encouragement, and the Holy Spirit’s bright flame of fervor to be planted in our hearts so that we daily walk in 

His will. 

With you in His service, 

Bonnie Asher Frasier 

Jesus said to him (Thomas), “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No ones comes to the Father except 

through me.”   John 14:6 
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Report of the Vice President of Mission Grants – Linda Turner 
 

First, I would like to thank God for allowing me to serve in this Position for the last 4 years I must say that, it 

did start out a little rough. But he soon smooths the path. I have enjoyed serving him in the compacity of VP of 

Mission. 

 

My last few months, I have worked as Host for the 2020 Convention. There were many hills to climb and 

challenges that were faced along the way, as I am writing this I’m answering phone calls about Grants and 

where something will be at the Convention.  I also worked with getting the Grants for 2020-2022 ready to be 

posted and ready to present to the body during the Convention for Delegates to review and make a selection.  

 

“Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD” Psalm 27:14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice President of Human Care – Pat Brady 
 
My, how time flies.  It seems like just a month or two ago I was elected as vice president of human care, and 
yet it’s been two years. 
 
It is my privilege to serve in this capacity along with my committee consisting of Andrea Ferguson, Lisa Miller, 
and Rene Reeves.  These ladies who love our Lord are willing to help in any way they are called on. 
 
Since the retreat last year was cancelled, we have not had a district Gifts from the Heart or a Servant Event.  
I’m super excited for us to be able to support Our Time Adult Day Care in Jackson, Mississippi.  The bibs that 
are made, along with all the personal care items, will help clients live their daily lives with dignity and respect.   
 
I attended the National LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama last summer.  What a Christ filled, uplifting 
experience.  The music, Bible studies, fellowship with other Christians was truly a mountain top experience. 
 
Thank you again for the privilege of serving our Lord and Savior in this capacity.   
 
Pat Brady 

 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing.  Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.  I Thes. 5:16-18 
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Report of the Vice President of Servant Resources – Debbie Greene 

What a great joy it has been to serve the Louisiana-Mississippi District in this office for the last two years. You, 

ladies and pastors, have been simply a blessing of God's love and care. 

This office is to support the workings of the Young Woman Representatives, Leader Development Committee, 

Structure coordinator and to make sure that each District leader has the information needed in her hands to 

do the specified tasks outlined in the Bylaws and the District Leaders' Manual.  

As your elected officer, it is also my duty to report to the District Executive Committee and the Board of 

Directors. Most importantly, my duty is to report to you, the voting body. I hope you will be pleased to know 

that I have been able to attend the various meetings called by our District President either in person or 

electronically. Work is still being done on the District Leaders' Manuals. This will continue to be a work in 

progress because each manual is specific to each leader. Items are added and deleted as they make it their 

own. The goal is to pass it on to their successor to guide them in their navigating effectively within the District 

in their positions. 

Warm and open responses are the only way to describe the welcoming of the YWRs. Daisy Olmstead, Elena 

Ponseti, Melissa Meeks, and Oddestine Moore have answered emails and given me valuable opinions as we 

planned for activities at the Spring Retreat and this convention. Although we were not able to carry through 

our plans due to the retreat's cancellation, we bring you the photo booth at this convention. We hope you will 

have fun making memories with your old and new friends. 

Just so you know, our District Bylaws had only been slightly modified and updated since 2010. Liz Slothower 

and Kathy Abbot have helped review and recommend the Bylaw changes presented at this convention.  These 

were reviewed and are coming to you as recommendations from your Board of Directors. They have been 

posted on the website for several weeks and your Zone Presidents were asked to make you aware that these 

were to be reviewed and, hopefully, approved while we are together. 

It was also a privilege to serve in many different volunteer areas at the national convention in Mobile last 

Summer. When I was asked to aid the YWRs during the procession of mission country flags on Saturday 

morning, it became one of my highlights. It was noted to the workers that because we were on the host 

committee we will get VIP seating at the next convention. That's a perk! 

Hoping to see you in Lexington in 2021, 

Debbie 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.  Psalm 91:1, 2 ESV 
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Report of the Treasurer – Lauretta Houston 
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Report of the Sr. Pastoral Counselor – David M Hartung 

The past four years have been an amazing ride! I have had the privilege of meeting those women in the district 

who are movers and shakers, not only in the LWML, but in the Southern District as a whole. As always happens 

when I enter into a new adventure, I wondered what the job entailed, and how best to conduct myself. The 

job of the Pastoral Counselor requires a variety of duties and responsibilities including praying for the LWML 

and the larger Church, conducting Bible studies, being available to talk to people, and ensuring that we stay on 

the doctrinal straight and narrow. Thanks to the uniformly high quality of the ladies elected to office in the 

district, this has been not only fun, but easy. I quickly discovered that the best way to do my job at the various 

meetings was to keep quiet and listen. Our ladies know what they are doing. 

I have had the pleasure of attending two district conventions, and two national conventions. I attended the 

2017 national LWML in Albuquerque as the junior pastoral counselor, and in 2019 I served on the Host 

Committee for the Mobile National convention. At the various district functions, I have led services, prayer 

sessions and Bible studies, and generally tried to do what I could to advance the ministry of the LWML. 

I thank the ladies of the Louisiana-Mississippi District for the opportunity to serve and I look forward to a 

continued association, albeit as a husband rather than as a pastoral counselor. 

God’s blessings! 

Rev. David Hartung 

 

 

 

 

Report of the Mississippi Zone President – Linda M. Turner  

I have served as the Mississippi Zone President for the last year and a half. During this time, I 

have attended all Board meeting.  I have also been able to ensure that all the Mississippi 

Society stay abreast of the issues and the things that are being discussed and executed at the 

LA-MS District Board Meeting. As Zone President I began to coordinate what was to be the LA-

MS District Convention that was to be held August 24-26 at Eagle Lake in Raymond, MS. 

However, we do know with the CORVID-19 Virus, things had to be altered and the Convention 

was cancelled. As the chairperson I have had to ensure all monies collected be return.  

I have attended all Zone and Society meeting. 

 Always in all the things I do. I remember Romans 8:28 which states; We know that all things 

work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to his 

purpose. During these troubled times may the love and peace of God be with us all.  
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Report of the Northern Zone President – Emily Oliver and Melissa Meeks 

Emily 

I have now been an active member of LWML for 20 years, and those years have been quite a an interesting 

and faith filled journey.  From my experiences as the district’s Young Woman Representative to the San Jose 

Convention in 2001 to serving as first District Newsletter Editor and Public Relations, I have been blessed to 

work with ladies from all across our district and gain insight into what it takes to administer such an 

organization.  Closer to home, my time serving as my society’s President and Secretary, and as Zone Treasurer 

has given me more the perspective of “the [wo]man in the trenches.”  Through it all, my life has been enriched 

by the friendships I have made and the support and encouragement I have received from all the ladies of the 

Northern Zone and the LA-MS District.  Therefore, I am now ready to step forward into a new level in my 

LWML path.  At the October 2019 Fall Rally, I was elected the new President for the Northern Zone.  I feel 

honored that my Sisters in Christ have chosen and placed their trust in me to lead, and with God’s help and 

guidance, I will strive to be the best leader I can be for them.  

Melissa 

In September 2019 (representing then Zone President Emily Oliver who could not attend), I attended the LA-

MS District Board meeting working with elected officers along with Zone Presidents dealing with business 

necessary for the zones in our LWML district. In addition, I, as the recently elected Northern Zone President, 

repeated this responsibility in February 2020, when we worked on plans for our upcoming convention. I also 

work with Northern Zone elected officers along with 5 society presidents serving on the board to plan rallies 

and fulfill all responsibilities required from the district. I will be conducting my first Zone Rally in April 2020, 

and I do so in confidence, relying on the Holy Spirit to guide me and encouraged by the love and support of my 

sisters in Christ. 

Melissa Meeks 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22) 
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Report of the Southern Zone President – Kathy Capace 

  

6/20-23/19 National LWML 38th Biennial Convention "In Praise to the Lord!" 1 S Water St, Mobile, AL. 

8/10/19 Meeting to welcome Lamb of God to LWML Southern Zone 

8/17/19 LWML Fall Executive Board Meeting at Trinity Lutheran Church at 15160 S Harrells Ferry Rd in Baton Rouge 

9/21/19 LWML EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING at Trinity Baton Rouge at 10925 Florida Blvd in Baton Rouge 

9/28/19 - Southern Zone Fall Rally at St. Paul, 707 W Dakota St in Hammond 

• 10/12/20 – Attended and spoke about Seminars from our LWML Assembly of Leaders in St. Louis, MO 

 at the Mississippi Zone Fall Rally at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at 1305 Lawhon St, Tupelo, MS  

1/25/20 Attended LWML Executive Board Meeting at St. James Lutheran Church in Gonzales 

2/09/20 - LWML Prayer Service "Living in Love Bearing Fruit" lead by Pastor Drosendahl Host - St. Paul, 707 W Dakota St 
in Hammond  

• 2/11/20 Delegate meeting at Village Church in Lacombe 

• 2/23/20 - LWML CONFERENCE CALL  

3/07/20 – Southern Zone Spring Rally will be at Trinity at 15160 S Harrells Ferry Rd in 

Baton Rouge – ‘Our theme Rejoice in the Lord’ Phil. 4:4 

 

Corresponded by phone and email and included a message to review our Convention Central 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention 

  

• Working with our LWML ‘sisters’ in Christ is more rewarding than I ever imagined. We are truly blessed to work for our 

Lord. I pray that many more ‘sisters’ can share our experiences.  

Our Southern Zone Board: Daisy Olmsted; Vice-President, Liz Slothower, Secretary; Theresa Brooks, Treasurer; Gilda 

Domingue, Christian Life; Laura Lips, Human Care; Carolyn Huerstel, Parliamentarian; Sarah Arthur, Song Leader  

Southern Zone President Kathy Capace 

  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” Philippians  

2:3  
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Report of the Southwest Zone – Elizabeth Smith 

 
 
Activities of Southwest Zone President 

 April, 2019 – Contacted societies concerning donations needed for Gifts from the Heart for the National 
Convention. Coordinated pick up sites. 

 June 19-23, 2019 - Represented Southwest Zone at National Convention as a delegate. 

 

Meetings Attended 

 February 11, 2018 – Led the executive and board of directors meeting in Crowley, First Lutheran to make plans 
for the spring workshop. 

 March 10, 2018 – Participated in the zone LWML workshop in Crowley, First Lutheran. Led the business meeting. 

 September 9, 2018 - Led the executive and board of directors meeting in DeRidder, Redeemer Lutheran, to 
make plans for the fall rally. 

 October 13, 2018 - Participated in the zone LWML workshop in DeRidder, Redeemer Lutheran. Led the business 
meeting. 

 February 10, 2019 - Led the executive and board of directors meeting in Lake Charles, St. John’s Lutheran, to 
make plans for the spring workshop. 

 March 9, 2019 - Participated in the zone LWML workshop in Lake Charles, St. John’s Lutheran. Led the business 
meeting. 

 September 8, 2019 - Led the executive and board of directors meeting in Leesville, Trinity Lutheran, to make 
plans for the fall rally. 

 October 12, 2019 - Participated in the zone LWML workshop in Leesville, Trinity Lutheran. Led the business 
meeting. 

 

“Make me to know Your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths.”    Psalm25:4 
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Report of the Meeting Manager – Liz Slothower  
 
“Serve the Lord with gladness.”   What a command!  Serving as Meeting Manager since the Lafayette District 
Convention in 2018 has been a joy and privilege and also a learning experience.  My experience in LWML has 
allowed me to serve God in a variety of ways. I thank God for my Mom, who was my example of service and an 
active member of LWML.  Thank you to all the women of this District who I have had the privilege of working 
with. 
As meeting manager, my responsibilities began with the Vice President of Christian Life to plan meeting and 
lodging spaces and meals for the District Retreat, Executive Committee and Board of Director meetings 
associated with that event.  I also created the registration forms.  Unfortunately, the 2019 Retreat was 
canceled, but that allowed many of us in LA-MS District to attend and volunteer for the National LWML 
Convention in Mobile, AL.  In addition to the Retreat planning, I arranged for the EC and BOD Fall meetings by 
locating a site and arranging for meals and lodging as requested. 
The biggest challenge faced as Meeting Manager has been securing a site for this Convention.  Working with 
the District President Anita Granger and Mississippi Zone President and Convention chairman, Linda Turner, 
Cabot Lodge in Jackson, MS was chosen and a contract was signed. In December Cabot Lodge closed!  So we 
began again, and here we are at this peaceful, beautiful setting provided by God! Lodging and meeting rooms 
have been arranged and meals planned.  Enjoy the Convention. 
All praise and glory to Him! 
 
Liz Slothower 
“ Be joyful always...give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 
Thessalonians 5:16,18 
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Report of Public Relations – Melissa Meeks 

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as Public Relations for the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

Louisiana-Mississippi District (LWML LA-MS) over the last sixteen years.  It has been an education and 

inspiration to be surrounded by all these Lutheran Women in Mission, and I am thankful that the Lord has led 

me to serve in their august company.  During my service, I have been blessed to work with a number of ladies 

whose talents, faith and love continue to encourage me in my own walk with the Lord. 

As an appointed officer, I have worked closely with President Anita Granger and the District Board to develop 

a stronger communication amongst our membership.  As a part of these efforts, I have continued to build the 

LA-MS District Facebook page as a way of disseminating information and helpful ideas.  Additionally, I have 

worked over the last biennium, along with President Anita and the Board, to update our district store’s stock 

so that we can continue to bring you the best bringing LWML resources.  With the release of the newest 

LWML logo and the shift for LWML Products to be sold through Concordia Publishing House (CPH), there has 

been a large change to both what and how items are currently available.  As a result, we have purged much of 

our old outdated stock, sending it where it my do the most good, and worked to replenish.  At the 2019 

Mobile Convention, I was able to review the wide array of new products and resources available in the LWML 

Store and select the items to purchase that would, within the district’s budget, best resupply for the District 

Store at our 2020 Convention. 

It has been a blessing to be a part of the communication network of the LA-MS District for all these years.  I 

thank the Lord for this experience and the gifts He has given me that make it possible.  Everyone knows that 

communication is the key to any relationship, and I pray that we will continue to build that relationship of 

communication within our district.  As we look forward to the next biennium, I look forward to continuing to 

serve with gladness to further His Kingdom in whatever way He leads me.  More than anything, I daily thank 

him for the fellowship of all my fellow Lutheran Women in Mission who enrich my life beyond all counting. 

 

Melissa Meeks 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  (Hebrews 11:1) 
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Report of the Webmaster – Daily Olmstead 

It has been a joy to serve as the LA-MS webmaster over these past four years. I have been blessed to work 

with incredible women who are dedicated to the Lord. As an officer, I have seen what goes on behind the 

scenes to make LWML what it is – nothing short of amazing! I give thanks to God for these women, their 

relationship with the Lord, and the inspiration they exude as Lutheran Women in Mission. 

The webmaster is part of the communications team, which also includes public relations and the Mission 

Voice. We keep the ladies of the LA-MS District abreast of what is happening in our District, and we also share 

updates of key things happening at the national level of LWML. As the webmaster, I am charged with updating 

and maintaining the information on the LA-MS District website. It is an interesting and informative role, 

because the communication of the District flows through this position. I have learned much! 

Daisy Olmstead 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen. (Ephesians 3:20 NIV) 
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Special Committee Reports 
 

Report of the Nominating Committee – Kathy Abbott, Chair 
 

I have enjoyed serving as chair of our nominating committee for the last two years.  The committee members 
Judy Bartz and Lauretta Houston were extremely helpful and I couldn’t have done it without them.  Together 
we composed the Nominating Committee Manual and obtained consent forms and biographies from each 
nominee. 
 
The candidates for the 2020 LA-MS LWML District Convention are as follows: 
 
President     Michelle Zollinger 
 
Secretary     Oddistine Moore 
      Liz Slothower 
 
VP Christian Life    Bonnie Frazier 
      Betty Roberson 
 
VP Communications    Leslie Koenck 
 
VP Mission Grants    Andrea Ferguson 
      Sue McAdams 
 
Nominating Committee   Brenda Baker 
      Kathy Capace 
      Joanie Schendel 
      Linda Turner 
 
Jr. Pastoral Counselor    Rev. Michael Shannon 
 
Thank you to all of those who prayerfully considered serving our district in the various offices. 
 
In Christ, 
Kathy Abbott 
 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men…” Colossians 3:23 
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Louisiana-Mississippi District Presidents 

1. Mrs. Merrill Gerstner (Lydia Lueke Hoffman) 1944 – 1947 
 

2. Mrs. William Borcherding (Del) 1947 – 1952 
 

3. Mrs. Norma Stoll 1952 – 1956 
 

4. Mrs. Frank J. Kothe 1956 – 1960 
 

5. Miss Hazel Gadmer 1960 – 1964 
 

6. Mrs. Edmond Burns (Anna) 1964 – 1968 
 

7. Mrs. Harold H. Brakhage (Katherine) 1968 – 1972 
 

8. Mrs. Kenneth Mall (Ida) 1972 – 1976 
 

9. Mrs. Wallace Chaplain (Gerry) 1976 – 1980 
 

10. Mrs. Beverly (Gambino) Randazzo 1980 – 1984 
 

11. Mrs. John Skinner (Iri) 1984 – 1988 
 

12. Mrs. Larry Bellard (Carolyn) 1988 – 1990 
 

13. Mrs. Wallance Chaplain (Gerry) 1990 – 1992 
 

14. Mrs. Thomas A. Dickson (Anna) 1992 – 1996 
 

15. Mrs. Al (Wayne) Miller (Elaine) 1996 – 2000 
 

16. Mrs. Anita (Mallard) Granger 2000 – 2003 
 

17. Mrs. Erma Winston 2003 - 2004 
 

18. Mrs. Kermit Wittenburg (Marcia) 2004 – 2008 
 

19. Emily Oliver 2008 – 2012 
 

20. Debbie Greene 2012 – 2016 
 

21. Anita Granger 2016 – 2020 
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To Our Outgoing Officers 
 

With grateful hearts we give God the glory 

for the service of our outgoing officers: 
 

Anita Granger, President 
Bonnie Asher Frasier, Vice President Christian Life 

Linda Turner, Vice President Mission Grants 
Gilda Domingue, Secretary 

Rev. David Hartung, Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 
Our appreciation also to the 2018-2020 nominating committee: 

Kathy Abbott, Chair 
Judy Bartz 

Lauretta Houston 
. 

Thank each of you for sharing your gifts and talents with 

the women of the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

May God continue to bless each of you as you 

continue to serve Him with gladness in your lives! 
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Serve the Lord with gladness! 

Come into his presence with singing! 

Psalm 100:2 ESV 



 

 



 

 


